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FELL PROM A GREAT 

HEIGHT, BUT, AG YOU 

(CAN GEE, THERE ARE 
NO BUILONES 


[security euarO™ 
DIONT Hear ANY Low \_ 
FLYING ONES. IF HE'D 


THE WOOD ON THE DOCKS... 
DUGT MARKS SUGGEST HEROLLED 


TRAJECTORY GAYS 
HE STARTED FROM 


NC 


FIRST IMPACT WAS HERE. 


NO CATAPULT, NO 
GUN OF ANY KIND 
INSIGHT, OR ARE 
YOU SUGGESTING 
SOMEONE THREW AF 


i EVIDENCE SUGGESTS 
FLATTENED, VARGA WAS THROWN FROM 


THIG Is MR. VARGAS 
HOUSEKEEPER, BATMAN 
ANYA KOLCHAK. GHE 
IDENTIFIED THE BODY 
FOR Us. 


YOU GEE IT--AND I CALLED 
MY GUPERVIGOR AND THE 


ANYA, DIP MIR VARGA DON'T KNOW ANYTHING N 
PE] AND WAKE ME UP AND ASK ME 


: ABOUT SIZES OF GUNS, 
TO COME WITH THEM ANDI FIND 4 < SIR, BUT AREA 
POOR MZ. VARGA AG YOU KEPT SEVERAL 


HE SAID VLATAVA 
TAUGHT Huy THE VALUE 


WELL, M2. VARGA WAS GENERALLY VERY SECRETIVE 
ABOUT His OWN BUSINESS. BUT LATELY HE 
SEEMED MOST EXCITED ABOUT SOMETHING HE 


WAS WORKING ON. 
ONE LASTQUESTION, A 
WHICH CHANNEL WAS MR. RICHIN 


AND WHAT TIME WAS IT WHEN # 
60 UP6ET? 
MR VARGA ALWAYS WATCHED 


CHANNEL SIK, GIR--HE LIKED THE| 
YOUNG ANCHORWOMAN THERE A 
GREAT DEAL. I THINK IT WAS. 


ABOUT TEN MINUTES PAST 
2 THE >, HOUR, 


HANK YOU, ANYA -- 
NOUVE BEEN A GREAT HEL. 


ALFRED, DIP YOu 
TAPE LAST NIGHTS NEWS 
BROADCASTS? 


BENS HELO AT THE 
RUGSIAN CONSULATE 


SEARCH THE DATABASE FOR 
METAHUMANS ALONG THE FOLLOWING 
PARAMETERS ~ SUPER STRENGTH 

RANGE OF PIVETO TEN TIMES 


GREATER THAN [OO LAYERS OF 
KEVLAR, RUSSIAN, CONNEC” 
TION] VLATAVA 


FOLLOWING THE WAR, HE BECAME 
PARTOF THE KGS AND PARTICIPATED: 
: IN BLOODY POGROMS AGAINST 
CREATED AT STALIN'S COMMAND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL. HE WAS 
DURING WORLD WAR IC AGA CALLED THE BUTCHER OF 
SORT OF SUPERSOLDIER D, VLATAVA, 
RALLY THE TROOF 


FOLLOWING STALIN'S DEATH, 
FROM FAVOR AND WAS *RETIREO* BUT WAS: 
REACTIVATED IN RECENT YEARS. HECLASHED 
WITH FIRESTORM. THE PROCESS THAT 
MAZE GORT INTO STALNOWOLK HAS 
EVIDENTLY RETARDED THE 


THE COMPUTER IS 
RUNNING A SCAN OF 


MURDER I BELIEVE 
HE COMMITTED. 
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WALLER DID. youcive me REAsowsoR ) [| warr. LETS STARTOVER. LOOK, Im UP 
THAT ONCE. NO T'LL MAKE IT MY BUSINESS TO AGAINST SOMETHING BIG, AND I NEED 
MORE, FINZOUT YOUR SECRETS. ANY HELP. CAN YOU MAKE A SMALL 


BETS ON WHO FINDS OUT TRIP WITH MEZ 
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THE GOVERNMENT HAS A PROBLEM-- 

A SERIOUS ONE. THE BEST SOLUTION 

WOULD BE THE SUICIDE SQUAD 
BUT THE SQUAD DOESN'T 


SSS 


“THE PROBLEM IS VLATAVA, ONE OF THE 

COUNTRIES IN THE EASTERN BLOC THAT 

FELL UNDER SOVIET INFLUENCE.AFTER 
WORLD WAR TWO. 


"AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, ALL OF 
EASTERN EUROPE HAS BEEN VOLATILE 
THESE PAST FEW MONTHS. NO ONE 


“A VIOLENT REVOLUTION |S 
BEING STAGED N VLATAVA, 
FINANCED BY EXTREME 
RIGHT WING ELEMENTS IN 
THIS COUNTRY, USING YOUR: 
PAL COUNT WERNER VERTIGO 
--THE EXILED RIGHTFUL 
HEIR TO THE DUCHY--AS ITS 
FIGUREHEAD. 


“THE GOAL OF THIS REVOLUTION 
1S NOT JUST 70 FREE VLATAVA 
BUT 1 FORCE THIS GOVERNMENT 


“THE SOVIET, IN RESPONSE, HAVE SENT IN 
THEIR COVERT METAHUMAN GROUP RED SHADOWS, 
HEADED UP BYA MAN WE KNOW ONLY AS ZASTROW, 
AND LED IN THE FIELD BY STALNO/VOLK. THEIR 
FIRST MISSION, AND IT APPEARS TO BEA SUCCESS, 
WAS TO CUTOFF THE REBELS’SUPPLY LINE: 


MAYBE HE WAS, BUT 
HIS FELLOW CONSPIRATORS 
USEC HIM FOR THEIR % (CONFLICT WITH THERUSSI-NG| 
OWN PURPOSES. INDUSTRIAL SECTORS. GORBACHEV RIGHT NOW 
DON'T KNOW WHO CAN 
“TRUST-- EVEN IN my A 
OWN OFFICE! 


AND IT MIGHT BE NICE TOLET 


THE VLATAVANG CHOOSE THEIROWN 
PATH-AG THE HUNGARIANG AND THE 
POLES ANDTHE EAST GERMANS: 


IF I QON'T Like WHAT 
YOU'RE DOING, I may 
SHIT YOU DOWN. 


FINE. LETS GET CUTTING. 
LIFE 16 SHORT AND NONE 
OF USARE GETTING 


Dear John, Kim, Dan, and Bob, 
‘The death of Dr. Light came as a 
great surprise tome. I'mnotsure why, 
since we all know death is a central 
theme of this series. I suppose what 
T'm shocked about is that the alaying 


i pages. Arthur 
Light held a rich spot within the DC 
Universe that no one elsecan ever fill. 
He had a rich history with the 
Fearsome Five as well as with the 


Psi, even Rick Flag ... none of these 
characters have really made any 
significant impact in other books, or 
in the DC Universe as a whole. This 
marks the distinction of Dr. Light's 
demise. And now you've got me really 
worried that if the Catwoman joins, 
who knows if her number is gonna 
come up? I am in no way angry about 
Arthur's death. As a matter of fact, 
I'm sorta glad he was given such a 

did endear 


pened to Boomerang was slightly 


‘ambiguous, as was the final fate of 
Bernadeth. Was she completely resur- 


hoping she'd stay dead. Then again, 
we don't always get everything we 
want, do we? 


face—stature—within the 
mand of Darkseid. She has a lot to 
atone for, and will no doubt seek 
revenge against Lashina. And so it 
goes. 


One of the things we always felt 
helped make the SQUAD a book 
unlike most others is that our status 
quo is in @ constant state of flux, and 
we have a real sense of danger when 
characters go on missions. Slipknot 
lost an ere De Light and Flo lost 
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DC COMICS INC. 
666 Fitts Avene, New York, NY 10103 


the JLA. 


got 
creamed in STARMAN #17. ra, 80 
maybe. Wildcat is actually rock jour- 
nalist Yolanda Montez, and she has 
spent the last few months touring 
with first the Steelwheels Expreas 
and then Paul McCartney. The Atom, 
you say? Hmmmmm.. 


Dear Bob, 

Sometimes, as in #36 with Doctor 
Light, it is quite obvious that the 
member died. But Count Vertigo looks 
like he might have died, too, though 
he must not have, since on the letters 
Page you mentioned that in future 
months we would get a closer look at 
him. Gee, after an epic like this, you 
almost need a casualty list to make 
sure who lived. 


Melissa Page 

296 New Salem Loop 
Nortonville, KY 42442 

For the record, here’s the scorecard 
from the Apokolips Dr. Light, 


Bernadeth, 

Kanto, dead but resurrected. Count 
Vertigo, injured. Captain Boomer- 
ang, injured. Shade, returned to Meta. 
Lashina, returned to leadership of the 
Female Furies. Dan Raspler, out to 
lunch. 


Dear Dan, 

And so it goes. Another one bites the 
dust. And another one. Odd that 
during this title's run, I've encour. 
aged you to stress the “suicide” part. 
After all, these people were journey- 
ing on missions where all were ex- 
pendable and none were expected to 
survive. 

And yet, here comes issue #36. The 
moment I saw Dr. Light spotlighted 


should have seen that one coming, 


only it was too late. The sacrificial 
lamb? It appears so. 

I finally got what I'd been re 
questing. And it did put a certain risk 
and uncertainty back in the Squad’s 
adventures. Then why does it feel so 
hollow? Sometimes getting just what 
you think you want may just be a 
disillusioning experience. 

Mark Lucas 
1100 Granville Avenue #2 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 


Dear Everyo: 

T enjoyed SUICIDE SQUAD #96. 1 
especially liked the subplot with 
Jacob Smith and the trick he pulled on 
Doctor Light: Was that Amanda in 
the panel with the villains on page3? I 
was also glad Count Vertigo survived 
(I think); [really like the character. 
‘Taking a dagger out of one’s chest and 
still being able to walk is an im- 
pressive feat. I liked seeing Night- 
shade back, too; [look forward to her 
possible mini-series. 

Regarding comments on Father 
Craemer’s use of “Her” in SS #31: I 
was extremely pleased to find such an 
enlightened and accepting attitude on 
the part of a priest. It really increased 
my respect for him. After the help and 
advice he's given Eve, I strongly 
doubt that she “wouldn't give him the 
time of.day.” I want to applaud not 
only John and Kim for writing it, but 
the editorial staff as well. 

Steve Zwanger 


212 1903 Hall ~ 


Princeton, NJ 08544 
Yes, that was Amanda. 


Dear Editor, 

If nothing else, this conclusion of 
the Lashina plot was very surprising. 
I did not expect the deaths of Flo, 
Briscoe or Dr. Light and I am not too 
sure if Boomer and Vertigo will 
survive. Why this sudden purge of the 
ranks, I wonder? I do congratulate 
you for being realistic, though, 
because of late every match with 
Darkseid has ended ina draw without 
our heroes losing a single life. 

And now what? How will Flo's 
death affect Amanda? How will it 
affect Oracle? Will Bronze Tiger 
blame himself? You've opened up a 
huge can of worms and I am eagerly 
awaiting some answers. 

Edward Little 
64-33 99th Park Street 
Rego Park, NY 11374 


and Fourth 


“Final Battle” on 
Apokolips is over after four of the 
most harrowing issues of this series! 
How ironic that Darkseid was the one 
to halt the melee, and send the 
Earthers back home. If only he'd 
arrived sooner. Lashina got her just 


desserts, but Flo's death, while not 
totally unexpected, was made all the 
more sad by the tender moments with 
Amanda on pages 21-22. Dr. Light's 
death was a complete surprise, and a 
rather strange one at that, as was 
stated. In fact, pages 16-19 make me 
wonder if the Squad will be up against 
a supernatural menace, and if these 
scenes have anything to do with the 
Loa. The Squad hasn't dealt directly 
with the occult since their visit to 
Nightehade’s dimension. I also en- 
joyed the Squad’s reluctant “visit” to 
Jack Kirby’s Fourth World because 
we got to see a lot of characters here 
that haven't appeared in the newest 
run of NEW GODS or MISTER 
MIRACLE. Amanda’s clash with 
Granny Goodness is already a classic 
in my book. 

I'm still undecided about Geof 


place. 


Neil Ablquist 
1100 Washington Street NE Apt. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 65413 


Hey, Neil: what do you think of Geof 
Isherwood'’s inks over Geof Isher- 
wood? And what do you think of the 
poster? 


WHEN SUDDENLY THERE WAS 
A NEXT ISSUE BOX: 

“The Phoenix Gambit” Part Two 
continues to raise the stakes as global 
tensions rise. The Red Shadows are 
pressed into service and we get to see 
them strut their stuff. Meantime, 
Batman and Amanda Waller set 
about to recreate the Suicide Squad. 
Who will be on the new team? The 
poster this month gives you a clue but 
everything is not as it seems, and we 
certainly don’t know if they will be 
ready in time to save America. We 
also don't know if everyone will 
survive the mission and what 
happens to those who do. John, Kim, 
and Geof have some idea, but they're 


world as we get closer to our 100th 
issue. Now's a good time to get a good 
seat for the ride. 

We'll see you next month—won't 
we? Until then, keep smiling! 


—Bob Greenberger 


Be A Hero. 
Save The World. 
EARTH DAY 1990 
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For information. write to: 


carth Day 1990 
P.O. Box AA 
Stanford University 
California 94305 


